HARVARD CULLEGE oISkar 


> >.> *,— —_ THE 1 ) SLE RS TS = 
ANDREW PRESTON PEABODY ( __ ah WP II I) .* 
San -M _— ” 


tall nf # (937 


' TESTIMONY 


Againſt the People calPd 


RANIERS 


PLEADS: 


A Call or Invitation to them tore- 


mintothe LORD again, 


judgement you again mult come, that judgement may 

have its perfeRt work, to the bringing down of your 
imaginations, ( which is hip't above thelighr of Chriſt) 
leading & guiding you to do ſuchWorks which you once would 
not have done,when the light was your leader,which being tur- 
ned from, you are become like the Sow that was waſhed, which 
is again wallowing in the mire; & to the dog,wÞ is ſwallowing 
down his vomit which he once had yomited up; ſo the wicked 
ſpirit which was once caſt our, being entred again, hath made 
you ſeven-fold the children ofthe devil then before; for before 
when you had done wickedly,you would have confelt it was ſo, 
and that you ſhould not have done it ; but now Wickedneſs is 
not counted Wickedneſs by you , and ſo you areturned into 
the Way that leads to hell and deitruRtion, and you being tur- 
ned from the light, with the light upon your evil ations you 
do not look , but with that part which begets & brings them 
forth, ſo looking with that c\e vpon the evil, which begat,mo- 
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Ri jun and come down to judgement , for down to 
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ed in again, hath blinded your minds, and intangled you again 
with the yoke that bondageth the true ſeed, ſo inſtead of being 
grown up in the Way, Work,and Truth of God, you are tur- 
ned back into the iniquity, and that in higher degree of wick- 
edneſs then before, ſwearing,and pleading for ſwearing, ating, 
working, and doing other wickedneſs, and laying it upon the 
Lord, as him to be the mover and leader thereunto, and they 
who durſt not go from the counſel of God to do ſuch wicked. 
neſs, you count them low,and your ſelves high, (prowne above 
ſuch) but where you are high, it is in iniquity and wickedneſs, 
where you being found, are found far below the leaſt of Gods 
dear and tender ones, who durſt not yeild their members ſer- 
vants to fin. 
And with thelight you are found to be below the leaſt of 
' Gods children, and to this you ſhall confeſs when the light ari- 
ſeth to your condemnation, which ſhall be vyhen all the vviles 
and ſubrilties of the Devil cannot hide you, who novy by his 
ſubtilty bath deceived you, and made you believe that fin is not 
ſin; & this he hath done by drawing your minds from the lighc 
into the imaginary part, vvhere he vvorks , and his vviles and 
ſnares are laid, vvho is the Devil , that old Serpent, vyho hath 
no part nor place in the light, and with che light his ſubrilcics 
and yviles is now ſeen , vvhereby he deccives you, and thou: 
ſands who awgare turned out from the light, 
And under the Name ot light & darkneſs,che two ſlates,births, 
ſeeds, and conditions is declared, which either in one, or in the 
other of them, every man & vvoman is; the ſwearers, curſers, 
lyars, drunkards, adulterous, proud,covetous, and all manner 
of evil workers are in the darkneſs, degeneration, alienation, 
and tranſpreſſion, children of darkneſs, who are wandred 
from the ſpirit into the flefh, where, and in whom the works 
of the fleſh is manifeſt, whoſe ſeed, birth, and fate is accurſed, 
So they vvho are come out from ſin andevil, and abidein that 
povver that keeps and preſcrves them fo, arcin the light, _ 
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ved, and led into the evil, the 2, to that part which begot ic 
and brought ir forth, doth not appear ſinful, ſo you conclude 
it is not ſin. And thus you being turned from the light of Chriſt, 
Job 12.40 JOU are deceived by the godof the World, who having enter- 
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children of the light,and of the day-time, andarelead of the 
ſpirit of God, ſoin and among them the works of the ſpiric 
is manifeſt, and they are chey whoſe ſeed, birth, and ſtate is 
bleſſed, and who are ſeperated(not by the ſelf.ſeperation, but) 
by the power of God from the World, and from the ravening 
Wolves, and wild devouring beaſts, who not onely deſtroyed 
the pure ſeed and life in themſelves, but alſo ſeek to doit in 0- 
thers, by labouring to draw others mindes from the light of 
Chriſt, into the liberty of the fleſh, where the devourer makes 
his prey, who hath his ſervants for that end, who will neither 
enter, nor ſuffer others who would, buc lay wait for blood, yea 
for their own blood, and lurk privily for their own lives ; and 
they ſay, Caſt in thy Lot among us, ler us all have one Purſe; 
bur wo ſhall come upon every worker of iniquity; yea, although 
wo hath been known, yet. wo again muſt come upon the tran 
greſlor, who again is gone aſtray from the Lord and his ſpirit: 
And this is a ſure word to all you who are turned from the lighe 
into the liberty of the fleſh, and liſcentious walking again. 

I. Now therefore you people called Razters, who wil ſwear 
and rant out one oath after another, conſider what,and whoſe 


'work you aredoing, for the Lord will bring every wicked 


work intogndgement, and return you a reward according to 
your work , into your own boſome; for God is not pleaſed 
with wickedneſs, neither is he the Author of fin; ſo you who 
will ſwear, and do, and a& other wickedneſs, and plead a mo» 
tion of God to do ſo, you are abuſers of God, and falſe accu- 
ſfers of him who is holy and unchangeable, and cannot behold 
iniquity; and therefore as he once called our from ir, and then 
condemned it,he doth not now call into it,and juſtifie it, which 
he once called out from. 

2. And you who a&, and do wickedly, and plead a croſs in 
ſo doing, who when you have done wickedly, ſay, therein you 
have tak<n up the croſs. 

To you I ſay, Conſider what croſs it is which you take up, 
for as the croſs of Chriſt the light, crucifics the world, & ſeed 
of theSerpent, ſothere is acroſs which crucifics Chrilt the 
true ſeed, and birth of God, when you vvere coming our from 
vvickedneſs and ſin, then the light of Chriſt vvasa croſs to the 
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in 4nd evil thatyon were to come out from, and to that part 
waich was loath to have you leave the Devil, vvhich being ca- 
ken up,redeemed you ouct of the evil,ſo crucified that parcwch 
was loath co have you leave the evil, fo broughe redemption to 
you; &-chis Light or Croſs is not changeable, (as now to lead 
into, what ir before lead from)neicher are chey changeable who 
walk init, but you being turned ouc from che lighc, are gone 
into the imaginary part, vvhere you arelead by the ſubcilty of 
the Serpent, vvhoſe Wiles, Baits, and Snares are laid chere in 
the imaginary part, where he moves, vvho moves to lead you 
iat» ſachWickednelſs as you vvere once redeemed from,or durſt 
not have done when the light vas your Leader,and as the light 
when it moved, it vvas a crofs to that part vyhich vvould not 
have you leave in,ſo now the Serpent by his ſubriley being got 
in again, and moving to his Works again, his motion is a croſs 
ro the light and life of Chriſt which before was raiſed , vvhich 
deing taken up, crucifies the true ſeed and birth of God, and 
ſo you have taken up a croſs of the Devils making,and not the 
crue croſs, the croſs of Chriſt, which breaks che Serpents head, 
3. And you vyho (ay there is nothing fin, if a man himſelf 
a0 not account it fin, and ſo make ic fin unto himſelf, how is 
your latter end become vvorſz then your beginning? There 
vv4s a time theſe and the like Words you durlt not have utter- 
cd torth, yer though the fear of the Lord be deparced from by 
you, yer the light of Chriſt is the ſame to day, yeiterday, and 
for ever , and cond:mns that to be pride and fin , which men 
who are out of the light do not count fin, bur call it decency, 
comlineſs, and handſomneſs; and men and people who are co- 
yetous, who being aRed by that part which leads them into the 
covetoulneſs, will ſell dear, and make hard bargains to others, 
though. they vvould-not have others to do fo to them, and to 
heap up riches thus, or by thus doing, is not by ſuch counted 
ſin or covetouſneſs , but good husbandry, and carcfulneſs, 
when the light of Chriſt condemas ic co be ſin , though they 

do not, | X 
4. And you who ſay you can vvear gold and ſilver lace, & rib- 
bans, & poynts,& keep up the faſhions of the, World, chough 
you once could not, ( I believe you can ) bur it is becauſe you 
are 
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are departed from the light, fo hare cauſed the glory of the 
Lord to depart from you , whoſe glory ts not in gold and fil- 
ver, and cacthly things, and you being given up to your own 
hearts lufts and defire, haye received the golden Cup at the 
Harlots hand that fittech. upon many Waters, to are decking 
your ſelyes with her glory who is arrayed in Purple and Scarlet 
colour,and decked wich Gold, and precious S:ones, and Pearls, 
the treaſures of che Earch 

5. You who ſay it was a croſs for you to pull and rip of your 
Leces, Ribbans, Poynts, &c. but now itis a croſs ro you to 
put it on; andio tells them that are in the coming out of 
thoſe things, as their eyes, hearts, and minds had been ſerin, 
that chough they now be ripping, yet there will bea time 
they ſhall be made to pur ſach _ on again , in the croſs, 
telling chem that yon witnels this, ſo thac now it is no offence 
to you to wear ſuch things, nor to ſee othe:s do ſo,'&1 believe 
you in this alſo) Bur it was an offence to you when the light, 
(whoſe glory is not in earthly things) was up in you; & if you 
can now put them on again, and you lee it a croſs to put them 
on, it is not acroſs to the Devil to be found putting on the 
Worids faſhions again, but to the light which called you out of 
them; and wo is your portion who are found Enemics to the 
croſs of Chriſt. 

6.And all you who are pleading a liberty and freedom to ob- 
ſerve and do, and walk after the manner of the World,in their 
Words and Faſhions, who ay you have unity and fellowſhip 
wich all ſorts of people,you are Enemies to the croſs of Cl riſt, 
which is a croſs to the World, and to its fruits and lovers, 
which you being in its fraics & unicy,your unity is with deach, 
and your agreement with hell, and your kiberty and freedom is 
bondage ta the ſeed of God , and between the Secd of God, 
and the (ced of the Serpent, there is enmity; and you who have 
unity where the ſeed of the Serpent is bowed unto, are in the 
eamity againſt God, and them in whom his ſeed is raiſed, and 
have not unity with them who are in the light, and walks in 
A as children of the light, whoſe fruits are wrought in 
God. 

7. And you who fay, If every man have his Teacher within 


him, 
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* © himthen to what purpoſeis od wherefore do you,or ſhould | 
any elſe gather themſelves in company, and meet outwardly? 
And wherefore do you teach and preach to others. 

' Auſ. This we do becauſe our minds are turned unto the 
light of Chriſt (the meaſure of truth in our ſelves) which lea- 
deth us to meet together in the Name and fear of the Lord, 
which they whoſe minds are turned from the light of Chriſt 
in themſelves, arenot metin , though they talk often of the 
Nameand fear of Godin their meetings, ſo wants Gods pre- 
ſence in their Meetings, and are not of God's Worſhip , and 
ſuch had need to be informed to their Teacher , though for 
their age and time they might have been Teachers of others: , 
And we who meet in the Name and fear of the Lord, we darſt 
not leave nor ceaſe from the aſſembling our ſelves together,as 
the manner of ſome 1s, and was; and the fear of the Lord tea- 
cheth us to be obedient unto God, and not to quench his ſpi- 
ric when it moves to ſpeak, whether in our Meetings, or among 
the Idolatrous Worſhippers, or in Markets, or High-wayes; 
and though ſome have their mindes turned to the light of 
Chriſt, where chey find their Teacher within them, and needs 
not any man to teach them , yet being met in the light and 
fear of God , where each may feel his power and preſence, 
that ſon or daughter amongſt chem which is moved of God 
to ſpeak, knowing his yoice and motion, oughe not to quench 
his ſpiric , butgiveup to it , and when they have ſo done, it is 
the ſpirit that ſpeaks in them, (and ſo Gods teachings ) for | 
Godis a ſpirit, and is witneſſed in the children of lighc, doth | 
anſwer where it israiſed unto his voice; and chus by giving up 
to the motion of Gods ſpirit, is the pure minds which is after 
God ſtirred up one in another, and ſo our meetings together 
in the Nameof the Lord, and our ſpeaking as weare moved 
of God, is profitable and effe&tual, for being met together in 
the filence, waiting on the Lord in the light, his voice is heard 
in each particular, and as he moves(in any) to ſpeak, then ſuch 

* Ecc1.3,9 Are not to be filent,* whether ic be co exhorr, pray,or prophe- 
1 Cer.13, fie; and the ſpirits of the Prophers are ſubjeR co che Prophets, 
23, and they may all ſpeak one by one, for God is not the author 
of confuſion, but of peace, as in all che Churches of the Saints, 
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and he gave ſome Apoſtles , and ſome Evangelifts, and fome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfeRing of ke Saints, for the 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chrilt, *Evlig ig 
Cc. * And this Light of Chriſt in man which every one ſhauld So Pry 
own for their Teacher, deſtroys not teaching , or preaching 
forth words , except it be that preaching which is not by the 
ſpirit of God, but by the words of mans Wiſdom, after the 
traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
afcer Chriſt, and chis preaching it deſtroys,and leads out from, 
and ſo to be {eperated from all them whoſe preaching is there, 
who are not guided by that of God in them,gone from God's 
Covenant of light, into the darknels, wherein their knowledge 
is but even as the brute beaſts, and therein they corrupt them- 
ſelves. | 

8. Andyou who ſay the word Thee and Then (which is true 
language to any particular perſon) is but a word of indifferen- 
cy, and may becter be omitted.chen given to ſome, becauſe it 
offends and angers them , But this- ſaying when the light was 
your Leader, you would have condemned it, but now you be- 
ing apoſtatized from the light , are become one with the chil- 
dren of the apoſtacized Jews, ſo cannot ſpeak in the Jews lan- 
guage, (the one people)who ſpeak the language of Canaan, bur 
according to the language of each people, which isin the fall, 
where you are returned to the building of Babe/, putting 
things out of their place; ſo your building praſpery not , your 
Tower totters, the day of che Lord is come, antis breaking 
forth more and more, and hath diſcovered your language and 
building, and your ſelvesto bein the fall, where you are deny- 
ing the croſs of Chriſt, and dares not take it up leſt you ſhould 
anger the enemies of the croſs; and ſo you being friends to the 
world, are enemies to God and his truth, pleading an indiffe- 
rency in ſpeaking truly, es if there were no differencc berween 
ſpeaking words in their place, and pucring them our of their 
place; buc the friend{tuprof che world is enmity againſt God. 

Andif any fay, 7 hat thowgh Thee and Thou be the onely pro- 
per w-rds for one particular perſon. yet that language being it i not 
the custome or manner of our ( ountrey to take it, we plead for the 
word You, accepting it inſtead of vhe word thow , which being 4c- 
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cepted for, orinflead of the wor Tha and Thou, we hold it wo of- 
fence for any to give it, but rather an offence to doatherwiſe. 
_ To whom I anſwer, Firſt, That where it is counted an offence, 
it is where the pride of heart ftands, ( that would nor takeir ) 
ſo the pride being up in the hearc, man hath exalted himſelf a- 
bove the Lord, whom he thow's and thee's daylie; and he that 
doth not ſtand in the croſs to proud fleſh, is one with it. 
Secondly, If it be no offence to thee co take or give the word 
12» to one particular perſon, yet it is an offence againſt God, 
and a lye,where any one is calling another what he is not. And 
if any yet further objeRt & ſay, But it is not a lye,nor any :ffence 
414inſt God at all to you a particular per on , whites he that you's 
the rarticulars , intends or means but one by his you-ing , and he or 
ſe yon-ed accept; the word you as to one, and in the place of thee 


ard thou. To whom I anſwer, That thee and thos is the proper 


word to any parcicular King or other;and he or ſhe who gives 
a particular the word ye, inſtead of the word thee and they, 
which isa word of the ſingular number, ſo ſignifies but one, 
doch not by his or her intending or meaning'bur one, make 
that word ycr to be of the ſingular number, or to ſignihe bur 
one, which the word thex doth , which if thou by thy intending 
or meaning,aud the other accepting or taking ir, cannot make 
the word you of theſingular number , or to (ignifie bur one, 
then haſt chou lyed in putting the word out of it's place, and 
ſo ſinned againſt God, and all thy twiſting and twining (Ser- 
p2n:-like) cannot help thee. 

And chis in love to the crnth of God, and his dear and holy 
ſeed, which hath not fellowſhip with che works of darkneſs, 
was1 moved to give out this Teſtimony againſt unjuſt works, 
wayes, and Pleads, who am a friend to the righteous ſouls of 
men, and a witneſ: againſt all unrighteouſneſs,called, 


Richard Hickeck. 
THE END. 
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